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GADSDEN COUNTY
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Gadsden County Broadband Services Project
BID NO. 20-17

The Gadsden County Board of County Commissioners is soliciting bid proposals from experienced and qualified contractors to provide Gadsden Broadband Services Project. 


Sealed bid proposals must be delivered at the address below:

Management Services Department
ATTN:  Sandra Ford
5-B E. Jefferson Street
Room 204
Quincy, Florida 32351


All bid proposals shall be submitted in duplicate (one original and three copies) in sealed envelopes/packages addressed to the Management Services Department and marked “BID NO. 20-17; Broadband Services Project”.  Any bid proposal received after the designated date will be returned unopened. 

Bidders desiring copies of the bid document for use in preparing a bid proposal may obtain a set of such documents from the County’s Website at www.gadsdengov.net or by contacting the Purchasing Division at 5-B E. Jefferson Street, Quincy, Florida 32351, Telephone (850) 875-7243.

The County reserves the right to accept or reject any and all bid proposals and to waive any technicalities or irregularities therein.  The County further reserves the right to award the agreement to that bidder whose bid proposal best complies with the specifications.  Bidders may withdraw their bid proposals by notifying the County in writing at any time prior to the deadline for bid proposal submittal.  After the deadline, the bid proposal will constitute an irrevocable offer, for a period of sixty (60) days.  Once opened, bid proposals become a record of the County and will not be returned to the bidders.


Date Issued:  August 13, 2020
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2. GENERAL INFORMATION:
These documents constitute the complete set of specification requirements and bid forms.  Bid proposal is to be filled in, signed, sealed and mailed or presented to the Purchasing Division on or before the specified date and time.

It is sole responsibility of the bidder to ensure that his/her bid proposal reaches the Purchasing Division on or before the closing date and time.  The County shall in no way be responsible for delays caused by any other occurrence.  Offers by telephone, email, telegram or facsimile will not be accepted.

The bid time must be and shall be scrupulously observed.  Under no circumstances will bid proposals delivered after the time specified be considered.  Such bid proposals shall be returned to the vendor unopened.

All bid proposals must be typewritten or written in ink and must be signed in blue ink by an officer or employee having authority to bind the company or firm. No electronic signature shall be accepted.

Bidders shall not be allowed to modify their bid proposals after the opening date and time.  Bid proposal files may be examined during normal working hours, after bid opening, by appointment only.

For information concerning this bid, please contact:
Management Services Department
Purchasing Division
5-B E. Jefferson Street
Room 204
Quincy, FL  32351
(850) 875-7243

3. INQUIRIES:
Interested bidders may contact the County’s Purchasing Division with questions about the bid by e-mail at sford@gadsdencountyfl.gov.   The Purchasing Division is located at 5-B E. Jefferson Street, Quincy, Florida 32351.  All bidders are expected to carefully examine the bid documents.  Any ambiguities or inconsistencies should be brought to the attention of Sandra Ford through written communication. The Purchasing Director will receive written requests for clarification concerning the meaning or interpretations of this bid, until ten (10) days prior to the submittal date.  County personnel are authorized only to direct the attention of prospective bidders to various portions of the bid so that they may read and interpret such for themselves.  No employee of the County is authorized to interpret any portion of this bid or give information as to the requirements of the bid in addition to what is contained in the written bid document.

4. BID TABULATION:
Bidders may request a copy of the bid tabulation in writing to sfaircloth@gadsdencountyfl.gov.


5. POSTING OF BID TABULATIONS:
Bid tabulations with recommended awards will be posted for review by interested parties at the Purchasing Division website prior to submission through the appropriate approval process and will remain posted for a period of five (5) calendar days.  Failure to file a protest to the Purchasing Agent within the time prescribed shall constitute a waiver of proceedings.

6. BID FORMS:
Bidders must use the original Bid Proposal Form(s) provided by the Purchasing Division and enter information only in the spaces where a response is requested.  Bid proposals on vendor quotation forms will not be accepted.  Bidders may use an attachment as an addendum to the Bid Proposal Form(s) if sufficient space is not available on the original form for the bidder to enter a complete response. Any modifications or alterations to the original bid documents by the bidder, whether intentional or otherwise, will constitute grounds for rejection of a bid proposal. Any such modifications or alterations a bidder wishes to propose must be clearly stated in the bidder’s bid proposal and presented in the form of an addendum to the original bid documents.

7. DEVELOPMENT COSTS:
Neither the County nor its representatives shall be liable for any expenses incurred in connection with preparation of a response to this Invitation to Bid.  Bidders should prepare their bid proposals simply and economically, providing a straightforward and concise description of the bidder’s ability to meet the requirements of the bid.

8. DELAYS:
[bookmark: OLE_LINK5][bookmark: OLE_LINK6]The County may delay scheduled due dates if it is to the advantage of the County to do so.  The County will notify bidders of changes in scheduled due dates by written addenda.

9. LICENSES AND PERMITS:
It shall be the responsibility of the successful bidder to obtain at no additional cost to the County, all licenses and permit required to complete contractual service.  A copy of these licenses shall be submitted with bid proposal.  A copy of these permits shall be submitted prior to commencement of work.  Fees for permits from the County shall be waived for work related to this bid, however, the successful bidder must pay any applicable County Business Tax Receipt fees.

10. CERTIFICATIONS:
When applicable, bidder must hold Certificate of Competency issued by the State of Florida and a copy of certificate and license must be submitted with bid proposal and must be in the name of the bidder shown on the Bid Proposal page.

11. CONTRACT EXTENSION:
The County reserves the right to require the Contractor to extend contract past the stated termination date for a period of up to 120 days if a subsequent contract has not yet been awarded. Additional extensions past the 120 days may occur as needed by the County and as mutually agreed upon by the County and the contractor.

12. AWARDS:
As the best interest of the County may require, the right is reserved to make award(s) by individual commodities/services, all or none or any combination thereof.  A bidder desiring to bid “No Charge” must so indicate, otherwise the bid proposal will be construed as incomplete and may be rejected.


13. CONTRACTUAL AGREEMENT:
The form of the agreement will be determined by the County. If a sample agreement is included in the bid, the County anticipates that the final agreement will be in substantial conformance with this sample agreement; nevertheless, bidders are advised that any agreement that may result from the bid may deviate from the sample agreement.
It is expressly agreed that the bidder is and shall be in the performance of all work, services, and activities under the agreement independent and not an employee, agent, or servant of the County.  All persons engaged in any work, service or activity performed pursuant to the purchase order shall at all times and in all places be subject to bidder's sole direction, supervision and control.  Bidder shall exercise control over the means and manner in which it and its employees perform and work. In all respects bidder's relationship and the relationship of its employees to the County shall be independent and not as employees or agents of the County.

This Invitation to Bid shall be included and incorporated in the final award.  The order of contractual precedence will be the agreement or price agreement document, original bid terms and conditions, purchase order, and bidder proposal. Any and all legal action necessary to enforce the award will be held in Palm Beach County and the contractual obligations will be interpreted according to the laws of Florida.  Any cost of expenses to enforce the agreement, including attorney’s fees, incurred by the County of Gadsden shall be borne by the bidder.  Any additional contract or agreement requested for consideration by bidder must be attached and enclosed as part of the bid proposal.

14. SUBCONTRACTING:
If a bidder subcontracts any portion of services provided under a resulting agreement for any reason, bidder must include, in writing, the name and address of the subcontractor and extent of work to be performed.  This information shall be submitted with bid proposal response and approved by the County.  The County reserves the right to reject a bid proposal, of any bidder, if the bid proposal names a subcontractor who has failed in the proper performance of an agreement or is not in position to perform properly under this award.  Subcontractors shall be responsible for meeting and submitting the insurance and licensing requirements set forth in the bid documents to the bidder, or the bidder shall extend their insurance policy to cover the subcontractor and their employees.  It shall be the responsibility of the bidder to ensure that insurance and licenses required by this agreement are in effect.

15. PRICE/DELIVERY:
The County requires a firm price for the agreement period.  Any fees incurred will be checked to confirm compliance with quoted pricing.  Failure to hold prices firm through the entire agreement term will be grounds for agreement termination. 

All prices shall be F.O.B. destination, freight prepaid (bidder) pays and bears freight charges, bidder owns goods in transit and files any claims).  Pricing shall include all transportation charges, labor, and equipment used for delivery to destination and any charges necessary for the exchange of any item that fails to meet specifications.

Price quoted must be the price for new merchandise and free from defects.  Any bid proposals containing modifying or “escalator” clauses will not be considered unless specifically requested in the bid specifications.  

“Acceptance” as herein used means the acceptance by County of Gadsden, herein referred to as County, after the Purchasing Agent or his authorized agent has, by inspection or test of such items, determined that they fully comply with specifications.

Deliveries of all items shall be made as soon as possible.  In the appropriate blank on the bid proposal form, the vendor must indicate the best delivery date after receipt of order (ARO).  Deliveries resulting from this bid are to be made during the normal working hours of the County.  Time is of the essence and the bidder’s delivery date must be specified and adhered to.  Should the bidder, to whom the order or agreement is awarded, fail to deliver on or before his/her stated date, the County reserves the right to CANCEL the order or agreement and make the purchase elsewhere.  The successful bidder(s) shall be responsible for making any and all claims against carriers for missing or damaged items.

16. NEWS RELEASES:
The bidder shall obtain the prior approval of the County Administrator’s Office for any and all news releases and/or other publicity pertaining to this bid or the service, study or project to which it relates.

17. ADDITIONS OR DELETION OF SERVICES:
The County reserves the right to add to the services specified in this bid, or to delete any portion of the scope of services at any time.

18. QUANTITIES:
The quantity requirements, if established herein, are estimated. The County reserves the right to increase or decrease the total quantities of any item or service to meet actual needs. There shall be no quantity pricing restrictions.

19. ACCEPTANCE/REJECTION:
The County reserves the right to accept or to reject any or all bids and make the award to that bidder, who in the opinion of the County, will be in the best interest of and/or the most advantageous to the County.  The County also reserves the right to reject the bid proposal of any bidder who has previously failed in the proper performance of an award or to deliver on time agreements of a similar nature or who is not in a position to perform properly under this award.  The County reserves the right to waive any irregularities and technicalities and may, at its discretion, request a re-bid.

20. ALTERNATIVES/APPROVED EQUAL/DEVIATIONS:
Unless otherwise specified, the mention of the particular manufacturer’s brand name or number in the specifications does not imply that this particular product is the only one that will be considered for purchase.  This reference is intended solely to designate the type or quality of merchandise that will be acceptable.  Alternate offers will be considered and must include descriptive literature and/or specifications.  Failure to provide descriptive literature and/or specifications with alternate offers may be cause for disqualification of the bid.  The County shall make the determination as to whether any alternate product or service is or is not equal, and such determination shall be final and binding upon all bidders.

The bidder shall be responsible for reading carefully, and understanding completely, the requirements and specifications of the items bid upon.  Any deviation from specifications listed herein must be clearly indicated, otherwise it will be considered that items offered are in strict compliance with these specifications, and the successful bidder will be held responsible. Therefore deviations must be explained in detail on an attached sheet(s) and itemized by number.  Any item(s) that do not meet the County’s specifications upon delivery will not be accepted and if the item cannot be brought up to specifications in a reasonable time (reasonable time as determined by the County), the bidder will be required to compensate the County for difference in price incurred from going to the next low bidder.

21. NO BID:
Where more than one item is listed, any items not bid upon shall be indicated “NO BID.”  If no items are bid on, the “Statement of Non-Response” should be returned, with the envelope plainly marked “NO BID” and with the bid number.  Failure to do so will be an indication that the bidder does not wish to be considered for future bids/RFPs.

22. OMISSION OF DETAILS:
Omission of any essential details from these specifications will not relieve the bidder of supplying such product(s) as specified. 

23. MISTAKES:
In the event of extension error(s) the unit price will prevail and the bidder’s total offer will be corrected accordingly.  In the event of addition errors, the extended totals will prevail and the bidder’s total will be corrected accordingly.  If there is a difference between the written price and the numerical price, the written price shall prevail.  Bidders must check their bid proposal where applicable.  Failure to do so will be at the bidder’s risk.  Bid proposals having erasures or corrections must be initialed in ink by the bidder.

24. AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS:
The obligations of the County under this award are subject to the availability of funds lawfully appropriated for its purpose by the Board.  

25. PAYMENT:
The County will make payment after all commodities/services have been received/completed, accepted and properly invoiced as indicated in agreement and/or order.  Invoices must bear the purchase order number.  Payment shall be made within 30 days of such acceptance.

26. DISCOUNT:
Bidders may offer a discount for prompt payment.  However, such discounts will not be considered in determining the lowest net cost for bid evaluation purposes, unless otherwise specified in Special Conditions.  Bidders should reflect any discounts to be considered in the bid evaluation in the unit prices bid.

27. ADDITIONAL SERVICES:
The County may require additional services, similar in scope to the requirements of this RFP, from time to time. Services not specifically identified in this RFP may be added by mutual agreement of the Parties and approval of the County Manager.

28. TERMINATION:
a. Termination for Cause
If, through any cause, the bidder shall fail to fulfill in a timely and proper manner, its obligations under the Purchase Order, or if the bidder shall violate any of the provisions of the Purchase Order, the County may upon written notice to the bidder, terminate the right of the bidder to proceed under the Purchase Order, and may hold the bidder liable for any damages caused to the County by reason of such default and termination.  In the event of such termination, any completed services performed by the bidder under the agreement shall, at the option of the County, become the County’s property and the bidder shall be entitled to receive equitable compensation for any work completed to the satisfaction of the County.  The bidder, however, shall not thereby be relieved of liability to the County for damages sustained by the County by reason of any breach of the agreement by the bidder, and the County may withhold any payments to the bidder for the purpose of offset until such time as the amount of damages due the County from the bidder is determined. The bidder shall not be held liable for damages solely for reasons of delay if the delay is due to causes beyond its control and without its fault or negligence, but this shall not prevent the County from terminating the agreement because of such delay.



b. Termination for Convenience
The County reserves the right, in its best interest as determined by the County, to cancel any agreement by giving the bidder a thirty (30) day written notice.

29. PERFORMANCE:
The County may return, for full credit, any item(s) received which fail to meet the County's performance standards.

30. CANCELLATION:
Orders will be subject to immediate cancellation if either product or service does not comply with specifications, as stated herein, or fails to meet the County’s performance standards.

31. COMPLIANCE WITH OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH:
Bidder certifies that all material, equipment, etc., contained in his/her bid proposal meets all O.S.H.A. requirements.  Bidder further certifies that, if he/she is the successful bidder, and the material, equipment, etc., delivered is subsequently found to be deficient in any O.S.H.A requirement in effect on date of delivery, all costs necessary to bring the material, equipment, etc., into compliance with the aforementioned requirements shall be borne by the bidder.

32. MATERIAL SAFETY DATA SHEET:
In compliance with Chapter 442, Florida Statutes, a Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS) must accompany any toxic substance resulting from this bid.  The MSDS must include the following information:
(a) The identity used on the chemical product’s label.
(b) The chemical and the common name(s) of all ingredients that have been determined to be a health hazard.
(c) Physical and chemical characteristics of the hazardous chemicals (i.e. vapor pressure, flashpoint).
(d) The physical hazards of the hazardous chemical, including the potential for fire, explosion and reactivity.
(e) The health hazards of the hazardous chemical, including signs and symptoms of exposure.
(f) The primary route(s) of entry.
(g) The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) permissible exposure limit, American Conference of Governmental Industrial Hygienists (ACGIH) Threshold Limit Value, and any other exposure limit used or recommended.
(h) Whether the hazardous chemical is listed on the National Toxicology Program (NTP) Annual Report on Carcinogens (latest edition) or has been found to be a potential carcinogen.
(i) Any general applicable precautions for safe handling and use that are known.
(j) Any general applicable control measures that are known.
(k) Emergency and first aid procedures.
(l) The date of MSDS preparation or last change to it.
(m) The name, address and telephone number of the chemical manufacturer or importer.

33. SAFETY REGULATIONS:
Equipment must meet all State and Federal safety regulations for grounding of electrical equipment.

34. CODES AND REGULATIONS:
The bidder must strictly comply with all Federal, State and local building and safety codes.

35. FEDERAL AND STATE TAX:
The County is exempt from all Federal, State, and Local taxes. An exemption certificate will be provided where applicable upon request. 

The County is exempt from Federal and State Taxes for tangible personal property.  The Purchasing Agent will sign an exemption certificate submitted by the successful bidder.  Vendors or contractors doing business with the County shall not be exempted from paying sales tax to their suppliers for materials to fulfill contractual obligations with The County, nor shall any said vendor or contractor be authorized to use the County’s tax exemption number in securing such materials.

36. LEGAL REQUIREMENTS:
Federal, State, County and local laws, ordinances, rules and regulations that in any manner affect the items covered herein apply.  Lack of knowledge by the bidder shall in no way be a cause for relief from responsibility.
(a) Bidders doing business with the County are prohibited from discriminating against any employee, applicant or client because of race, creed, color, religion, national origin, sex, age or non-disqualifying physical or mental disability, with regard to but not limited to the following: employment practices, rates of pay or other compensation methods, and training selection.
(b) Identical Tie Bids/Proposals shall be awarded in accordance with the preference established in Section 287.087, Florida Statutes, to a bidder submitting the attached Drug-Free Workplace Certification form properly completed and certified.  In the event that tie bids/proposals are received either from bidders who have all submitted a Drug-Free Workplace Certification or none of whom who have submitted such certification, the award will be made in accordance with County purchasing procedures pertaining to tie bids/proposals.        
(c) A person or affiliate who has been placed on the convicted vendor list following a conviction for a public entity crime may not submit a bid proposal on an agreement to provide any goods or services to a public entity, may not submit a bid proposal on an agreement with a public entity for the construction or repair of a public building or public work, may not submit bid proposals on leases of real property to a public entity, may not be awarded or perform work as a contractor, supplier, subcontractor or consultant under an agreement with any public entity, and may not transact business with any public entity in excess of the threshold amount provided in Section 287.017, for CATEGORY TWO (Currently $35,000) for a period of 36 months from the date of being placed on the convicted vendor list.

37. UNIFORM COMMERCIAL CODE:
The Uniform Commercial Code (Florida Statutes, Chapter 672) shall prevail as the basis for contractual obligations between the awarded bidder and the County for any terms and conditions not specifically stated in the Invitation to Bid.

38. INDEMNIFICATION:
Bidder agrees to protect, defend, reimburse, indemnify and hold the County, its agents, employees and elected officers and hold  each of them free and harmless at all times from and against any and all claims, liability, expenses, losses, suits, costs, fines and damages (including attorney fees) and causes of action of every kind and character against or from the County by reason of any damage to property or the environment, or bodily injury (including death) incurred or sustained by any party hereto, or any party acquiring any interest hereunder, and any third or other party whomsoever, or any governmental agency, arising out of or incident to or in connection with bidder’s performance under this agreement, bidder’s acts, omissions or operations hereunder, or the performance, nonperformance or purported performances of the bidder or any breach of the items of this agreement; provided, however, the bidder shall not be responsible to the County for damages resulting out of bodily injury or to property which bidder can establish as being attributable to the sole negligence of the County, its respective agents, servants, employees or officers.

This indemnification shall include, but not be limited to, suits, actions or claims brought because of any injuries or damage sustained by any person or property on account of the bidder’s operations in connection with the agreement; or on account of or in consequence of any neglect in constructing the work; or because of any act or omission by the bidder; or because of any claims or amounts recovered for any infringement of patent, trademark or copyright; or from any claims or amounts arising or recovered under the bidder under his agreement; as is considered necessary by the County, or in the case no monies are due, his surety shall be held until such suits, actions or claims for injuries or damages, as aforesaid, shall have been steeled and suitable evidence to the effect furnished to the County.

The bidder acknowledges and agrees that the County would not enter into an agreement without this indemnification of the County by the awarded bidder, and that the County’s entering into an agreement shall constitute good and sufficient consideration for this indemnification.  These provisions shall survive the expiration or earlier termination of the agreement.  Nothing in the agreement shall be construed to affect in any way the County’s rights, privileges, and immunities as set forth in Florida Statutes 768.28.

39. CONE OF SILENCE:
The County complies with the Cone of Silence, which provides for a prohibition on any communication, except for written correspondence, regarding a particular request for bid, request for qualification, bid, or any other competitive solicitation between any person or person’s representative seeking an award and any member of the County or employee authorized to act on behalf of the County to award an agreement.  The cone of silence shall be in effect as of the deadline to submit the proposal, bid, or other response to a competitive solicitation and shall terminate at the time the County Commission or department authorized to act on behalf of the County Commission, awards or approves a proposal, rejects all proposals, responses, or otherwise takes action which ends the solicitation process.  

All communications regarding this competitive solicitation shall be addressed in written form to Purchasing staff only.  These provisions do not apply to oral communications at any public proceeding, selection committee presentation, or negotiation meeting.

40. CONFLICT OF INTEREST:
The award is subject to provisions of State Statutes and County Ordinances.  All bidders must disclose with their bid proposal the name of any officer, director or agent who is also an employee of the County.  Further, all bidders must disclose the name of any County employee who owns, directly or indirectly, an interest of ten (10) percent or more in the bidder’s firm or any of its branches.

41. NON-COLLUSION:
Bidder, by submitting a bid proposal, certifies that their bid proposal is made without previous understanding, agreement or connection with any person, firm or corporation making a bid proposal for the same material, supplies, equipment or services and is in all respects, fair and without collusion or fraud.

No premiums, rebates or gratuities permitted; either with, prior to, or after any delivery of material or provision of services.  Any such violation may result in agreement cancellation, return of materials or discontinuation of services and the possible removal from the vendor bid list(s).  Only one (1) bid proposal from any individual, firm, partnership, or corporation, under the same or different names, will be considered.  Should it appear to the County that any bidder is interested in more than one (1) bid proposal for work contemplated; all bid proposals in which such a bidder is interested will be rejected.

42. CODE OF ETHICS:
If any bidder violates or is a party to a violation of the code of ethics of Gadsden County or the State of Florida with respect to this bid, such bidder may be disqualified from performing the work described in this bid or from furnishing the goods or services for which the bid proposal is submitted and shall be further disqualified from submitting a response on any future bids/RFPs for work, goods or services for the County of Gadsden. 

43. GOVERNING LAW AND VENUE:
Any agreement resulting from this bid shall be governed by the laws of the State of Florida.  Any and all legal action necessary to enforce the agreement will be held in Gadsden County and the agreement will be interpreted according to the laws of Florida.  No remedy herein conferred upon any party is intended to be exclusive of any other remedy, and each such remedy shall be cumulative and shall be in addition to every other remedy given hereunder or now or hereafter existing at law or in equity or by statute or otherwise.  No single or partial exercise by any party or any right, power, or remedy hereunder shall preclude any other or further exercise thereof.

44. EEO STATEMENT:
The County is committed to assuring equal opportunity in the award of agreements and, therefore, complies with all laws prohibiting discrimination on the basis of race, creed, color, religion, national origin, sex, age and non-disqualifying physical or mental disability.

45. SEVERABILITY:
The invalidity, illegality, or unenforceability of any provision of the agreement, or the occurrence of any event rendering any portion or provision of the agreement void, shall in no way affect the validity or enforceability of any other portion or provision of the agreement.  Any void provision shall be deemed severed from the agreement and the balance of the agreement shall be construed and enforced as if the agreement did not contain the particular portion or provision held to be void.  The parties further agree to reform the agreement to replace any stricken provision with a valid provision that comes as close as possible to the intent of the stricken provision. The provisions of this section shall not prevent the entire agreement from being void should a provision which is of the essence of the agreement be determined to be void.


46. PUBLIC RECORDS:
Upon award recommendation or thirty (30) days after opening, whichever occurs first, bid proposals become public records and shall be subject to public disclosure consistent with Chapter 119, Florida Statutes. Bidders must invoke the exemptions to disclosure provided by law in the response to the bid, and must identify the data or other materials to be protected, and must state the reasons why such exclusion from public disclosure is necessary. 

47. RECORDS/AUDITS:
The County of Gadsden is a public agency subject to Chapter 119, Florida Statutes.  The Contractor shall comply with Florida’s Public Records Law.  Specifically, the Contractor shall: 

(a) Keep and maintain public records required by the County in order to perform the service. 
(b) Upon request from the County’s custodian of public records, provide the public agency with a copy of the requested records or allow the records to be inspected or copied within a reasonable time at a cost that does not exceed the cost provided in this chapter or as otherwise provided by law.  
(c) Ensure that public records that are exempt or confidential and exempt from public records disclosure requirements are not disclosed except as authorized by law for the duration of the contract term and following completion of the contract if the contractor does not transfer the records to the County.  
(d) Upon completion of the contract, transfer, at no cost to the County, all public records in possession of the Contractor, or keep and maintain public records required by the County to perform the service.  If the Contractor transfers all public records to the County upon completion of the contract, the Contractor shall destroy any duplicate public records that are exempt or confidential and exempt from public records disclosure requirements.  If the Contractor keeps and maintains public records upon completion of the contract, the Contractor shall meet all applicable requirements for retaining public records.  All records stored electronically must be provided to the County, upon request from the County’s custodian of public records in a format that is compatible with the information technology systems of the County.

During the term of the contract, the Contractor shall maintain all books, reports and records in accordance with generally accepted accounting practices and standards for records directly related to this contract. The form of all records and reports shall be subject to the approval of the County’s Auditor. The Contractor agrees to make available to the County’s Auditor, during normal business hours and in Gadsden County, all books of account, reports and records relating to this contract.

48. PUBLIC RECORDS   CUSTODIAN:
IF THE CONTRACTOR HAS QUESTIONS REGARDING THE APPLICATION OF CHAPTER 119, FLORIDA STATUTES, TO THE CONTRACTOR’S DUTY TO PROVIDE PUBLIC RECORDS RELATING TO THIS CONTRACT, CONTACT THE CUSTODIAN OF PUBLIC RECORDS AT:
		
Management Services Department
5-B E. Jefferson St. 
Quincy, FL 32351
(850) 875-7243


.





 





.























BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

COUNTY OF GADSDEN
Broadband Services Project
BID NO. 20-17 




1. SUMMARY

Gadsden County, hereinafter referred to as “County” is requesting proposals from all interested providers of High-Speed Internet/Broadband (hereafter “Internet”) services for affordable, reliable high-speed Internet access for residential, business, and government constituents.

The term “offeror” shall refer to providers submitting proposals in response to this Request for Proposals (RFP). The term “Contractor” or “Provider” is also used to describe the successful offeror(s) in the context of providing services under a contract resulting from this RFP.

An electronic copy may be downloaded from gadsdencountyfl.gov.

Each proposal received in response to this RFP will be evaluated on the criteria described herein.  All proposals must be sealed, clearly marked “PROPOSAL – High-Speed Internet Service” and must include all elements described in the PROPOSAL CONTENT AND FORMAT REQUIREMENTS
section of this RFP.

One original and five (5) copies of the proposal must be delivered to the address below before the date and time listed in the CONTRACT AWARD SCHEDULE section of the RFP. The County will not be responsible for proposals delivered to a person or location other than that specified herein, and reliance on the postal service will not excuse late proposals.

Access to County date for the identification of demand and assets is available by request.

Any amendment or addendum to this RFP is valid only if issued in writing by the County


	RFP No.:
	20-17
	Contracting Officer:
	Kembrew Jackson

	Proposal Submission Deadline:
	September 3, 2020
	Pre-Bid Meeting Date:
	N/A

	Proposal Time:
	10:00 AM
	RFP Issue Date:
	August 13, 2020


2. CONTRACT AWARD SCHEDULE



	

3. GENERAL CONDITIONS

3.1 	Prime Responsibility:  The selected provider will be required to assume full responsibility for all services and activities offered in its proposal(s), whether or not provided directly. Further, the County will consider the selected Contractor(s) to be the sole point of contact regarding contractual matter, including payment of any and all charges resulting from the contract

3.2	Assurance:  Any contract awarded under this RFP must be carried out in full compliance with all laws of the State of Florida. The County prohibits discrimination in employment or in the provision of services because of race, color, religion, religious creed, sex, age, marital status, ancestry, national origin, political affiliation, physical disability or medical condition. This clause does not require the hiring of unqualified persons.	

3.3	Independent Contractor: In performance of the work, duties and obligations assumed by the offeror, it is mutually understood that the offeror, and all of the offeror’s officers, agents and employees, will at all times be acting and performing in an independent capacity and not as an officer, agent, servant, employee, joint venture, partner or associate of the County.

3.4  	The County reserves the right to reject any and all proposals; to negotiate specific terms, conditions, compensation, and provisions on any contracts that may arise from this solicitation; to appear(s) to be in the best interest of the County, In determining and evaluating the proposals, costs will not necessarily be the sole factor; the experience of those who will be providing services under the contract, quality, equality, efficiency, utility, suitability of the services offered, and the reputation of applicants will be considered, along with other relevant factors.


3.5	The County reserves the right to:

· Request clarification of any submitted information;
· Not enter into any agreement;
· Not select any applicant;
· Amend or cancel this process at any time;
· Interview applicants prior to award and request additional information during the interview;
· Negotiate a multi-year contract or an contract with an option to extend the duration;
· Issue similar RFPs in the future.

	3.6	Prior to commencement of services, the Contractor must provide evidence of the following insurance coverages in the amounts satisfactory to the County: Worker’s Compensation
		Commercial General Liability (naming the County as additional insured), Comprehensive Business or Commercial Automobile Liability for Owned Automobiles and Non-owned/Hired Automobiles. The Contractor will be required to maintain the required coverages, at its sole cost and expense, throughout the entire term and any subsequent renewal terms of the contract.

4. BACKGROUND


4.1	The County is looking for an internet solution that will serve residents, businesses and governments throughout the County. Because areas of the County are currently underserved or have no internet service, the County wishes to obtain access to high-quality internet access as that term is defined by the FCC (see https://www.fcc.gov/about-fcc-initiatives/bridging-digital-divide-all-americans) for its citizens and to encourage economic development.

4.2	The County is looking for a company to install internet to connect and serve the underserved rural areas of the County. Preference will be given to proposed solutions that have three separate options for: limited service in a small geographical area; basic service which will cover three regions in the County: and, a majority option that will cover about 90% of County residents and businesses.

4.3	Proposed solutions must be highly reliable (99.99% or better) and provide low-link-latency capable of carrying multicast, real-time streaming and video conferencing.

4.4	The selected entity must be willing to have local representation on a full-time basis.

4.5	The selected entity will be required to market their offerings to customers through a County­ specific marketing plan.

4.7	Preference may be given to firms that offer creative ways to fund this project.



5. DESCRIPTION OF SERVICES REQUIRED



5.1.1	Provider will supply a support contract regarding citizens with any devices or concerns that may arise from such services. Provider will furnish support and resolve all issues independently of BOCC staff.

5.1.2	Provider will ensure all short term devices are cost effective and furnish uninterrupted service while roaming. In addition, all equipment must operate with efficiency and versatility.

5.1.3	Provider will ensure all maintenance of the agreement throughout the duration of the project. 

5.1.4	Provider will test in the most remote areas to ensure effectiveness and proper bandwidth endurance.  

5.1.5	Provider will provide proof of concept and verified references. 

5.1.6	Provider will comply with FCC regulations in regards to Local Government becoming an Internet Service Provider.  

5.1.7	Provider will supply the following:  

a. Documentation of existing coverage areas;

b. Impact analysis of present homes without any form of existing internet access;


c. Short term and long term pricing model including detailed line item breakdown of pricing, material, cost and replacement, as well as, maintenance beyond Cares Act funding;

d. Progress of estimated timeline of project completion including Phased Implementation ensuring project completion prior to December 30, 2020; 

e. Proof of Federal Communication Commission’s Certification; 

f. Proof of Florida Public Service Commission Certifications and applicable insurances; 

g. Provide a detailed Service Level Agreement (SLA) which outlines levels of support proposed responses and response time;

h. Provider will outline all third party contracts and agreements in support of this pact, also provider will assume all legal responsibility. 


5.1.8	Provider will implement and satisfy temporary internet services or hotspots prior to December 30, 2020. If hotspots are provided, ensure a solution device specification is accompanied.

5.1.9	Provider will maintain and present a detailed narrative of sign-up medium, product distribution setup and device service and surrender process.

5.1.10	Provider will implement a plan of service continuation or device termination.

5.1.11	Provider will present a minimum and maximum number of device procurements.
 
6. PROPOSAL CONTENT AND FORMAT REQUIREMENTS


Interested offerors shall submit one original plus five (5) copies of their proposal to one of the locations listed on Page 1 of this RFP.

Proposals shall be delivered no later than the date and time listed in the CONTRACT AWARD SCHEDULE.  Subsequently, any additional information that is considered beneficial in assisting the County in the decision making process should be included.
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BID NO. 20-17
Gadsden County
Broadband Services Project
BIDDERS CERTIFICATION



The undersigned bidder certifies that this bid proposal package is submitted in accordance with the specifications in its entirety and with full understanding of the conditions governing this bid.

Acknowledgement is hereby made of the following Addenda received since issuance of Bid Documents:

Addendum No. _______ Dated: ________		Addendum No. _______ Dated: _________

Addendum No. _______ Dated: ________		Addendum No. _______ Dated: _________


The undersigned hereby certifies that he/she is an authorized representative of the Company who may legally bind the Company:

*SIGNATURE:   							     DATE: 

Name: 							     Title:
			      Printed

Company Name: 
                   			                      Legal Name 
Address: 

County, State, Zip:

Telephone No.: 					   Fax No.: 

Federal I. D. #: 

*Failure to affix signature will result in disqualification of proposal.

BIDDER CHECKLIST

All bid proposals shall be submitted on the County provided bid package forms.  Failure to do so may cause the bid proposal to be rejected.  All blanks on the bid proposal forms must be completed.  Supplemental information may be attached to the bid package forms.  Bidder shall return a complete set of all bid package forms as listed below.  Failure to submit the required documents may result in your bid proposal being considered non responsive.

1. Is the Minimum Qualifications of bidder’s information per Special Term and Condition #5 included with the bid proposal?                                                                                 		Yes _____ No _____
2. Are addenda (if any issued) acknowledged? 				Yes _____ No _____
3. Are all Bid Proposal pages completed?			 	Yes _____ No _____	 
4. Is the Bidders Qualification form submitted? 			 	Yes _____ No _____
5. Is Drug Free Workplace form submitted?			 	Yes _____ No _____	
6. Is the vendor service representative identified? 		   	        	Yes _____ No _____	
7. Is the information/descriptive literature included?		   	        	Yes _____ No _____



BID NO. 20-17
Gadsden County 
Broadband Services Project 

BIDDER QUALIFICATIONS


The bidder, as a result of this bid, MUST hold a County and/or Municipal Contractor’s Business Tax Receipt in the area of their fixed business location.  Each bidder MUST complete the following information and submit with their bid proposal in order for the bid proposal to be considered:

1.	Legal Name and Address:

 Name: _________________________________________________________________
                    
 Address: _______________________________________________________________

 County, State, Zip: ____________________________ Phone: _______________________

 Email: _____________________________________ Fax: _______________________

The length of time (continuous) in business under the above stated legal name: ___________years.

2.	Check One: 	Corporation (  ) 		Partnership (   )    		Individual (  ) 

3.	If Corporation, complete:
Date of Incorporation: _______________ State in which Incorporated: _______________

4.	If an out-of-state Corporation, currently authorized to do business in Florida, give date of such authorization: ___________________________  

5.	The length of time (continuous) in business: _____________years 

6.	Length of time (continuous) in business in Florida: _____________years          


Name and Title of Principal Officers:                                     Date Elected:                            

______________________________________		______________________________            

______________________________________  		______________________________                    

______________________________________            	______________________________ 

______________________________________		______________________________              

______________________________________		______________________________             


          
Note: Information requested herein and submitted by the bidders will be analyzed by the County of Gadsden and will be a factor considered in awarding any resulting agreement.  The purpose is to ensure that the bidder, in the sole opinion of the County of Gadsden, can sufficiently and efficiently perform all the required services in a timely and satisfactory manner as will be required by the subject agreement.


BID NO. 20-17
Gadsden County
Broadband Services Project

PROFESSIONAL REFERENCES


Complete the form below with at least five (5) current and pertinent professional references that the County can contact in relation to bidder’s qualifications and experience in completing similar projects.  Failure to furnish this information may be grounds for rejection of the bid proposal. 
	
	1.  Name and Address of Firm, County, County, or Agency
	Date(s):
	

	
	Status:
	

	
	Bid Number:
	

	
	Contact:
	

	
	Telephone No:
	

	
	Email:  
	

	Scope of work/ Project Description:


Average response time for repairs: 



		 
	2.  Name and Address of Firm, County, County, or Agency
	Date(s):
	

	
	Status:
	

	
	Bid Number:
	

	
	Contact:
	

	
	Telephone No:
	

	
	Email:  
	

	Scope of work/ Project Description:


Average response time for repairs: 




	3.  Name and Address of Firm, County, County, or Agency
	Date(s):
	

	
	Status:
	

	
	Bid Number:
	

	
	Contact:
	

	
	Telephone No:
	

	
	Email:  
	

	Scope of work/ Project Description:


Average response time for repairs: 




	4.  Name and Address of Firm, County, County, or Agency
	Date(s):
	

	
	Status:
	

	
	Bid Number:
	

	
	Contact:
	

	
	Telephone No:
	

	
	Email:  
	

	Scope of work/ Project Description:


Average response time for repairs: 



BID NO. 20-17
Gadsden County
Broadband Services Project 

PROFESSIONAL REFERENCES – CONTINUED 


	
	5.  Name and Address of Firm, County, County, or Agency
	Date(s):
	

	
	Status:
	

	
	Bid Number:
	

	
	Contact:
	

	
	Telephone No:
	

	
	Email:  
	

	Scope of work/ Project Description:

Average response time for repairs: 




	6.  Name and Address of Firm, County, County, or Agency
	Date(s):
	

	
	Status:
	

	
	Bid Number:
	

	
	Contact:
	

	
	Telephone No:
	

	
	Email:  
	

	Scope of work/ Project Description:


Average response time for repairs: 




	7.  Name and Address of Firm, County, County, or Agency
	Date(s):
	

	
	Status:
	

	
	Bid Number:
	

	
	Contact:
	

	
	Telephone No:
	

	
	Email:  
	

	Scope of work/ Project Description:


Average response time for repairs: 




	8.  Name and Address of Firm, County, County, or Agency
	Date(s):
	

	
	Status:
	

	
	Bid Number:
	

	
	Contact:
	

	
	Telephone No:
	

	
	Email:  
	

	Scope of work/ Project Description:


Average response time for repairs: 





Company Name: ___________________________ Signature: ____________________________
                                                              
Printed Name & Title: _________________________________ Date: ______________________


BID NO. 20-17
Gadsden County
Broadband Services Project

DRUG-FREE WORKPLACE CERTIFICATION 



Whenever two (2) or more bid proposals, which are equal with respect to price, quality, and service, are received by the County of Gadsden for the procurement of commodities or contractual services, a bid proposal received from a business that certifies that it has implemented a drug-free workplace program shall be given preference in the award process.  In order to have a drug-free workplace program, a business shall:

(1) Publish a statement notifying employees that the unlawful manufacture, distribution, dispensing, possession or use of controlled substances is prohibited in the workplace and specifying the actions that will be taken against employees for violations of such prohibition.

(2) Inform employees about the dangers of drug abuse in the workplace, the business’s policy of maintaining a drug-free workplace, any available drug counseling, rehabilitation, and employee assistance programs, and the penalties that may be imposed upon employees for drug abuse violations.

(3) Give each employee engaged in providing the commodities or contractual services that are under bid a copy of the statement specified in number (1).

(4) In the statement specified in number (1), notify the employees that as a condition for working on the commodities or contractual services that are under bid, the employee will abide by the terms of the statement and will notify the employer of any conviction on or plea of guilty or nolo contendre to any violation of Chapter 893, Florida Statutes or of any controlled substance law of the United States or any singular state, for a violation occurring in the workplace no later than five (5) days after such conviction.

(5) Impose a sanction on, or require the satisfactory participation in a drug abuse assistance or rehabilitation program if such is available in the employee’s community by any employee who is so convicted.

(6) Make a good faith effort to continue to maintain a drug-free workplace through implementation of Section 287.087, Florida Statutes.


This Certification is submitted by ___________________________________ 
                                                                           (Individual’s Name)

the ___________________________________ of ___________________________________
         (Title/Position with Company/Vendor)                     (Name of Company/Vendor)

Who does hereby certify that said Company/Vendor has implemented a drug-free workplace program, which meets the requirements of Section 287.087, Florida Statutes, which are identified in numbers (1) through (6) above. 

__________________                       _________________________________________
            Date                                                                         Signature


(Finance Form 93-014)



BID NO. 20-17
Gadsden County
 Broadband Services Project

JOINT BIDDING, COOPERATIVE PURCHASING FORM
PURCHASING AGREEMENT WITH OTHER GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES



This Certification submitted by _____________________________________,
                                                                     (Individual’s Name)

The ________________________________ of _______________________________,
        (Title/Position with Vendor/Contractor)             (Name of Company/Vendor)

Who does hereby certify that the bid proposal(s) submitted in response to the County of Gadsden Bid Project No. _______ for ______________________________ shall constitute a bid to ANY Political Subdivision of the State of Florida under the same conditions, for the same prices and the same effective period as this bid, unless specifically declined below.  This joint bid is submitted with the understanding that it in no way restricts or interferes with the right of ANY Political Subdivision of the State of Florida to re-bid any or all items.

          Bidder accepts this condition                          _________

          Bidder does not accept this condition             _________ 



                                                           ___________________________________
                                                           Signature
                                                           ___________________________________
                                                           Address
                                                           ___________________________________
                                                           County/State/Zip
                                                           ___________________________________
                                                           Telephone Number



(Finance Form 93-015)


















BID NO. 20-17
Gadsden County
 Broadband Services Project 

LIST OF PROPOSED SUBCONTRACTORS



The undersigned bidder hereby designates, as follows, all major subcontractors whom he/she proposes to utilize for the major areas of work for the project.  The bidder is further notified that all subcontractors shall be properly licensed and shall be required to furnish the COUNTY with a Certificate of Insurance in accordance with the agreement general conditions.  Failure to furnish this information may be grounds for rejection of the bidder’s bid proposal.  (If no subcontractors are proposed, state “None” on first line below.)

 Name and Address of Subcontractor            Scope of Work/Phase(s)                         License #
	1.
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



	2.
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



	3.
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



	4.
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



	5.
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	




                                     Signature and Date _____________________________________
                                                              
                                                                                                                                                      
                                     Title/Company _________________________________________

(Finance Form 94-017)



BID NO. 20-17
Gadsden County
 Broadband Services Project

NOTICE OF BID



The County of Gadsden, Florida is accepting sealed bid proposals for Bid No. 20-17; Gadsden County Broadband Project. Sealed bid proposals must be received on or before September 3, 2020 at the address below. Any bid proposal received after the designated closing time will be returned unopened.

Gadsden County
Management Services Department
5-B E. Jefferson Street, Room 204
Quincy, Florida 32351

All bid proposals shall be submitted in duplicate (one original and one copy) in sealed envelopes/packages addressed to the Purchasing Director and marked “BID NO. 20-17; Gadsden County Broadband Project”.  Bidders desiring bid requirements for use in preparing a bid proposal may obtain the documents from the Management Services Department, or by printing a PDF file from the County Website at www.gadsdengov.net.

The County reserves the right to accept or reject any and all bid proposals and to waive any technicalities or irregularities therein.  The County further reserves the right to award the agreement to that bidder whose bid proposal best complies with the bid specifications.  Bidders may withdraw their bid proposals by notifying the County in writing at any time prior to the deadline for bid proposal submittal.  After the deadline, the bid proposal will constitute an irrevocable offer, for a period of sixty (60) days.  Once opened, bid proposals become a record of the County and will not be returned to the bidders.



STATEMENT OF NON-RESPONSE

BID NO. 20-17

If you are not submitting a bid proposal on this service/commodity, please complete and return this form to:  County of Gadsden Purchasing Division, 5-B E. Jefferson Street, Quincy, Florida 32351 or by FAX (850) 875-7243.  Failure to respond or submit a non-response three times may result in deletion of vendor’s name from the County of Gadsden vendor list database.

COMPANY NAME: _____________________________________________________________

ADDRESS:  ___________________________________________________________________

SIGNATURE: __________________________________________________________________

We, the above signed have declined to submit a bid proposal on the above because of the following reasons:

_____Insufficient time to respond.			 _____We do not offer this product/service or equivalent

_____Our product schedule would not permit us to perform  	 _____Please remove our name from the County’s Vendor database      
                                                                                                           	for the above commodity.
_____Other (specify below)

REMARKS: 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
NON-RESPONSE MAY BE FAXED TO (850) 875-7243




ATTACHMENT A: COVER SHEET




	Name of Person, Business or Organization:
	

	Type of Entity: (e g Sole-Proprietor, Partnership,  Corp , Non-Profit, Public Agency)
	

	Federal Tax ID Number :
	

	Contact Person - Name
	

	
Contact Person - Address
	

	Contact Person - Phone Number(s)
	

	Contact Person - E-mail address(es)
	





By signing this Cover Sheet I hereby attest: that I have read and understood all the terms listed in the RFP: have read and understood all terms listed in this proposal; that I am authorized to bind the listed entity into this agreement; and that should this proposal be accepted, I am authorized and able to secure the resources required to deliver against all terms listed within the RFP as published by Gadsden County.
Florida, including any amendments or addenda thereto except as explicitly noted or revised in my submitted proposal.

I understand that the services described herein are subject to Prevailing Wage requirements.




___________________________________		____________________________________
Signature of Authorized Representative			Printed Name of Authorized Representative



___________________________________		____________________________________
Date							Printed Title of Authorized Representative
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